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The sustainable and community-supportive tourism vision is aligned with 
Central American integration efforts and seeks to influence regional agendas 
that lead this activity, helping them to meet their environmental, social and 
economic goals.

Mr. Vinicio Cerezo

Secretary General of 
the Central American 

Integration System

Our development models need to evolve towards 
Sustainability in the long term; a need that has 
become ever more relevant since having been hit by 
the pandemic, not just our region but humanity as a 
whole.

COVID-19 is a turning point. We have the opportunity 
to rethink tourism from the standpoint of a new 
reality, harmonizing intersectoral actions and efforts 
so as to comply with commitments to the SDGs and 
the 2030 Agenda. We must always remember that 
our long-term development vision must strike a 
balance between economic growth, social welfare 
and environmental sustainability. One component 
cannot exist without the other two.

Regional Cooperation

Mr. Salvador Nieto

Executive Secretary of 
the Central American 

Commission for Environment 
and Development

For the Central American region, blue growth 
is one of the most vibrant opportunities, and  
one  that is likely to make a greater positive 

impact on our economies.

For us at CCAD, the large marine ecosystems 
shared by the region are the main drivers 
for our work. Working on a natural resource 
and environmental conservation agenda 
goes beyond the environmental sector. We 
need to work on an intersectoral level and 
to work together, especially with the tourism 

industry.

Mrs. Ilka Aguilar

Executive Secretary 
of the Secretariat of 

Central American Tourism 
Integration (SITCA)

Sustainability is one of the pillars that underpins 
and that serves as a guide for the Central 
American Council of Tourism (CCT) and the 
Central American Tourism Integration System 
(SITCA)’s work with tourism in the SICA region, 
as this is carried out within the framework of 
the Strategic Plan for Sustainable Tourism 
Development.

In line with our principles and values, we are 
working towards balanced and responsible 
tourism development in the Central American 
region where environmental, social, cultural and 
economic values are concerned,  as sustainability 
is the underlying development principle that cuts 
across all regional tourism strategies.
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The "Integrated Ridge 
to Reef Management of 
the Mesoamerican Reef 
Ecoregion        Project”  (MAR2R) 
executed by the Central 
American Commission 
for Environment and 
Development (CCAD) in 
coordination with the 
ministries and secretariats 
of the environment of 
Mexico, Belize, Guatemala 
and Honduras, with 
funding from the Global 
Environment Facility 
(GEF) through the World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF), aims to contribute 
to the conservation and 
sustainable use of shared 

freshwater, coastal and 
marine resources in the 
transboundary ecoregion 
of the Mesoamarican Reef 
(MAR). 

The project also promotes 
regional collaboration for 
integrated management 
from the ridge to 
the reef in the MAR 
ecoregion, highlighting its 
advantages and improving 
regional, national and 
local capacity for the 
integrated management 
and governance of its 
freshwater, coastal and 
marine resources.  
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The decisions we make today will determine 
the future of our destination.

Ridge 
to reef 
approach

The ridge-to-reef methodology 
proposes a comprehensive 
approach to reef conservation 
through effective interventions, 
both in coastal marine areas 
as well as for mountain areas, 
forests, croplands,  watersheds, 
rivers and lakes. The water that 
feeds the reefs comes down 
from the mountains traveling 
long distances to reach the 
sea, hence the importance of 
implementing a comprehensive 
water resources management 
program.

Clean - watersheds, 
live reefs!

2 3

Cozumel, Mexico
Aarón E. Hdez. Siller
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Towards
the
future

Roatan, Honduras
Erin Simmons

Unsplash

The MAR ecoregion needs to 
be viewed  through the eyes of 
diversity, language, race, ethnicity, 
gender, social, geopolitical and 
natural contexts, thereby allowing 
the inhabitants of the region to 
define themselves through a 
multicultural lens.

The  complexity  of   the  environment 
brought about by the speed and 
intensity of changes that are 
constantly  modifying   global and 
regional conditions, prompts the 
need to put forward new forms of 
management, knowledge creation 
and knowledge management.

Local, regional and global tourism 
management  is increasingly 
geared towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals, developing  
international cooperation actions 
and programs, as well as local 
actions, aimed at achieving these 
goals.

Megatrends are transforming 
forces that will have an impact 
on how society, the economy, the 
environment develop and, as a 
consequence, on the development 
of tourism.

Megatrends
that impact upon sustainable 
tourism management...

DEMOGRAPHY 
AND SOCIETY

PHYSICAL MOBILITY 
AND ACCOMMODATION

Streamlining and security 
of border processes.
Personalization. 
Clean technologies.
High speed ground 
transportation.
Increase in air traffic.
Larger and smaller sized 
vessels. 
Multimodal 
accommodation and 
differentiated activities.

Expansion of the middle class.
Aging population.
Emerging generations.
Accelerated urbanization and 
smart cities.
Educational innovation.
Increased migration.
Participation of women.
Inclusion and accessibility.
Political instability and social 
unrest.
Public health and pandemics.

GOVERNANCE AND 
MANAGEMENT OF GOODS

Participation by organized society.
Local decisions with global 
impacts.
International cooperation.
Certification and observer 
organizations.
International treaties.
Supply chains.

CLIMATE CHANGE AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Access to renewable energy.
Forestry management.
Green consumption.
Smart buildings and sustainable 
complexes.
Mindful eating.
Carrying capacity.
Groundwater resource management.
Increase in natural disasters

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
AND COMMUNICATION

Digital platforms.
Collaborative economy.
Internet and big data.
Automation and artificial intelligence.
Electronic payments, blockchain and 
cryptocurrencies.
Virtual and augmented reality.

Source: MAR Ecoregion Tourism Diagnostic, Current Situation and Prospective.

4
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The MAR
Ecoregion

MEXICO

GUATEMALA

EL SALVADOR

NICARAGUA

HONDURAS

Map of the Mesoamerican Reef System.
(WWF Guatemala)
Source: WWF Guatemala

BELIZE

The  Mesoamerican Reef Ecoregion, 
shared between Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras and Mexico, houses the 
largest cross-border barrier reef in the 
world. It covers more than one thousand 
kilometers of coastline and covers 
an area of more than four hundred 
thousand square kilometers (WWF, 
2014).

The ecoregion’s territory is home to 
the most diverse coral reefs in the 
Western Atlantic Ocean and more than 
19 million people belonging to different 
ethnic groups, including Mestizos, 
Mayas, Garífuna, Creole, Xinca, Tzotzil, 
Chol, Kanjobal, Afro-descendants, 
Mennonites and people of Caucasian 
and Asian descent.

Its watersheds are made up of a wide 
range of forest ecosystems, from cloud 
forests at the top of its mountains to 
forests of broadleaf trees and wetlands 
that connect the land with seagrass 
beds and coral reefs.

The reef is a key space for the 
development of tourism as well as for the 
protection of biodiversity, particularly 
the different species of sea turtles, the 
60 types of corals and more than 500 
endangered fish species (WWF 2019).

The benefits and environmental 
services provided by reefs are 
estimated at more than $ 375 
thousand million dollars a year 
globally according to Coral Reef 
Alliance.

Figure 1. Map of the MAR ecoregion

Livingston, Guatemala
Guatemalan Institute of Tourism
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Tourism in the 
MAR ecoregion

Tourism is one of the most important economic activities in the  ecoregion.

An analysis of the current state of tourism in the ecoregion, based on the 
participating countries’ tourist information systems, reveals that, in 2019 
more than 27.7 million visitors, as well as 9.6 million cruise passengers, 
arrived in the region. Together they spent approximately 17.7 billion 
dollars.

The Ecoregion’s main tourism corridor stretches along the Caribbean coast. 

The main tourism destinations work both autonomously and by interacting 
with other nearby destinations through radial excursions or through the 
use of complementary corridors that extend inland.

Based on projected growth figures by the World Tourism Organization, made 
prior to the COVID – 19 pandemic, in 2030 the MAR ecoregion could receive 
about 26 million visitors representing more than of 5.8 billion dollars.

8

Integrating the territory and aligning 
the main tourism development 
models with a common vision, will 
allow synergies be created that will 
increase tourism competitiveness 

and sustainability in the region.

Tulum, Mexico
Andy McCune

Unsplash
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Tourism development 
models

The four main areas of focus for tourism development in the MAR 
ecoregion are:

Holbox
Isla Mujeres

Cozumel

Playa del Carmen

Mahahual

Bacalar

Chetumal

El Cuyo
Rio

Lagartos

Izamal

Chichen Itza

Valladolid

Progreso

Merida

Campeche
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Uxmal

Edzna

Champotón

Calakmul

Cancun

Tulum

Corozal

Orange walk
San Pedro

Cayos

Dangriga

Placencia

Belmopan
San

Ignacio Belice

Caracol
Harvest Caye

Nim Li Punit

Punta Gorda
Livingston

Puerto
Barrios

Flores

Sayaxché

Lanquín

Raxruhá

Cobán

Rabinall

Guatemala

Tactic

El Estor

Zacapa

Machaquilá

Poptún

Morales

Melchor de
Mencos

Tikal

Uaxactún

San Luis

Tela

Utila

La Ceiba

Roatán

Guanaja

Trujillo

Palacios

San Pedro
SulaCopán

Gracias

La Esperanza

Siguatepeque

Comayagua Juticalpa

Catacamas

Yoro

Tegucigalpa

Puerto
Cortés

Airport
Cruise ship port
MAR destination within the MAR territory

Island

Complementary destination outside 
of the MAR territory

Archaeological zone

Figure 2: Spatial representation of tourism in the Mesoamerican Reef region

Integrally planned destinations focused on mass international 
markets with large investments and government incentives.

Tours that combine archaeological, ethnic, colonial and natural 
attractions, often beginning or ending with a visit to the beach.

The offer of small Caribbean destinations, islands and nature 
reserves offering tranquility and authenticity, mainly developed by 
private stakeholders. 

Developments associated with the cruise industry that take 
advantage of the Caribbean's position as the most important 
region in the world for this type of travel.
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There is widespread consensus 
regarding the need to find new 
forms of management with which 
to strengthen sustainable and 
community-supportive tourism, both 
in the region and globally.

A number of organizations and 
institutions in the 4 countries of the 
MAR are actively working on tourism 
programs and projects that contribute 
to the conservation and regeneration 
of ecosystems and to the economic 
and social development of the region.

However, the complex geopolitical 
framework within which the ecoregion 
is located, plus the fact that country 
boundaries do not necessarily coincide 
with the ecoregion boundaries, -the 
latter being based on the integration 
of the ecosystems linked to the reef-, 
has implications for the management, 
coordination and establishment of 
relationships and alliances in relation 
to the development of tourism, as well 
as for cooperation and conservation 
strategies.

The consolidation of a regional agenda 
with a shared vision will make it possible 
to strengthen public, private and social 
management from a responsible and 
distributive perspective, helping to 
achieve sustainable development and 
support for communities in the region.

Each individual country’s vision 
statements, as well as those statements 
reflected in the international and 
intra-regional treaties that have arisen 
from the common interests of the 
countries bordering the MAR, show 
a clear commitment to sustainable 
development and the need to establish 
cooperation mechanisms to achieve it.

In this regard, the Central American 
Commission for Environment and 
Development (CCAD) is key to 
promoting the coordination of those 
activities that can link the different 
sectors and stakeholders involved in 
sustainable, inclusive and community-
supportive development in the MAR 
ecoregion.

Towards a 
shared vision

The vision of sustainable and 
community-supportive tourism for 
the Mesoamerican Reef Ecoregion 
was built through the participation of 
multiple stakeholders who influence 
the region’s development. This 

includes government officials and 
organizations, owners of large and 
small businesses, entrepreneurs 
from different sectors linked to the 
tourism value chain as well as local 
people from within the ecoregion.

Vision - Building Tools

Online consultation, in which more than 80 key stakeholders 
related to tourism, environment and social governance participated, 
to define action priorities for sustainable tourism development in the 
ecoregion.

Regional workshops for building and validating the 2030 vision, 
run in collaboration with the International Social Tourism Organization 
and with the attendance of more than 60 key stakeholders from the 
4 countries, where the main themes that constitute the vision's DNA 
were defined, prioritized and validated. 

MAR ecoregion Tourism Diagnostic, Current Situation and 
Prospective 2030,  based on the review and analysis of more than 
100 documents covering scientific, political, administrative, tourism 
and social issues related to the market dynamics and trends,  tourism 
management and other related topics, most of which included 
participatory processes.

Building 
the vision

Cancun, Mexico
Jean Christophe Fortin

Unsplash
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Bacalar, Quintana Roo
Camila Vázquez

Unsplash

The best way to predict the future 
is to build it. 
 
- Peter Drucker

Tourism in the Mesoamerican Reef 
Ecoregion will play a role in regenerating 
the bio-cultural landscape, promoting 
human, economic, environmental and 
social development, whilst strengthening 
sustainable and community-supportive 

livelihoods and consumption.

Vision

14 15
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Palancar Reef, Cozumel 
Mexico
Jett Britnell

Coral Reef Image BankDNA Vision

Education, 
capacity development 

and good practices

Participatory 
and inclusive
governance1

Comprehensive 
knowledge 
management2

Authentic and 
resilient 
destinations4

Circular, 
regenerative and 
distributive
economy3

An identity 
that is shared, 
but different 
and recognized 5

Working together, as a joint effort, underpinned by five strategic axes 
based on education, capacity-building and best practices, will allow 

us to achieve the shared vision.

17
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Hummingbird Highway, Belize
Meritt Thomas

Unsplash

To achieve the vision, as local and 
regional stakeholders, we need to share 
our knowledge, skills and attitudes 
in order to empower a participatory 
and motivated society, committed 
to learning to learn, learning to be, 
learning to do and learning to live 
together in society.

Learning to learn has never 
been more important than it 

is today.

UNESCO 2015 

Travel and tourism provide us with 
a unique set of circumstances that 
fosters learning, curiosity and the 
motivation to take action to further 
enhance sustainable and community-
supportive development.

By guiding tourism management 
towards supporting the development 
of communities within the ecoregion, 
there is an opportunity to influence 
the adoption of best practices, not 
only those related to the tourism 

Best practices can be viewed 
as the best way to carry out 
a process; tourism companies 
can implement these in every 
aspect of their management 
and operations,   guaranteeing 
a high level of quality in 
their services and activities 
whilst producing the least 
possible impact.   This results 
in an organization improving 
its  image  with its clients, 
as well as its relationship 
with the environment and, 
subsequently, its socio-

economic performance.

Rainforest Alliance 

Education,  
capacity development 
and good practices

sector, but those that relate to all 
aspects of life for those living and 
working within the ecoregion.

As hosts, we can take advantage of 
our visitors’ knowledge  and share 
our own knowledge with those 
who visit us as a means to building 
a better common future.

18
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11 Participatory 
and inclusive 
governance

Bacalar, Quintana Roo
Adam Le Sommer

Unsplash

The systemic approach provided by the 
concept of sustainability has been used 
to reformulate relationships between 
people, cultures, economy and biodiversity 
and  between social justice, productive 
activities and environmental impacts, 
raising the issue of co-responsibility for our 
common future as the axis of governance 
and governance as the key to sustaining 
life.

Public policy making to develop 
sustainable tourism in the ecoregion, 
with the participation of all sectors of 
society, is essential for the  strengthening 
of mechanisms that favor inclusion in 
governance schemes.

Acquiring diversity in stakeholder 
participation in economic, social and 
tourism development represents one of 
the greatest challenges in the region since, 
to achieve the vision, it is necessary to 
have all stakeholders participate and align.  
This way the elements  making up the offer, 
together with  those of the value chain, can 
be carried out responsibly, harmoniously 
and in a competitive manner.

Governance comprises the 
mechanisms, processes and 

institutions through which 
citizens and groups articulate 

their interests, exercise their legal 
rights, meet their obligations and 

mediate their differences. 

UNEP, 2018

An adopted vision.  
Stakeholders who influence development 
in the ecoregion will have adopted the 
vision of social and sustainable tourism 
with a ridge to reef approach.

Policies and agendas.  
Public, private and social development 
policies and agendas related to tourism 
and associated issues will contribute 
significantly to achieving global and local 
sustainability goals.

Applied protocols. 
Management protocols for sustainable 
and community-supportive tourism will 
be recognized and applied in an effective, 
efficient and transparent manner by the 
stakeholders taking part in regional and 
local development.

Multidisciplinary links. 
The institutions, organizations, companies 
and people linked to tourism-related 
value chains will be connected through 
multidisciplinary cooperation and 
collaboration networks at different territorial 
scales.

Aspirations for 
the future to build 
participatory and 
inclusive governance
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Comprehensive 
knowledge 
management22

Mesoamarican Reef 
Monitoring
Luis Leal

Healthy Reefs for Healthy People Initiative
Despite efforts to harmonize the data 
collection process in relation to tourism 
and its impacts within the countries of 
the region, challenges to obtain specific, 
continuous and homologated data still 
remain unresolved at the local level.

In today's environment, the ability 
to access information and process 

it critically is, perhaps, the most 
important of all.  

 
UNESCO, 2015. Building a common language. 

Local and regional stakeholders from the 
public, private, and social sectors will share 
a common language that embraces the 
watershed-to-reef approach.

Timely and accessible information. 
Strategic information for planning and 
decision-making will be generated in 
a timely manner and made accessible 
to all stakeholders involved in tourism 
management through specialized 
observatories that include the public, 
private and social sectors.

Comparable and verifiable systems. 
Local information, monitoring and evaluation 
systems will be consistent, sufficient, 
verifiable and comparable at the regional 
level and will go beyond traditional tourism 
statistics by incorporating indicators for 
social and environmental impact.

Digital skills. 
Local stakeholders will have acquired digital 
skills and will actively participate in the 
collection and interpretation of data that 
facilitate self-regulation and continuous 
improvement in their fields of action.

Future aspirations 
for comprehensive 
knowledge management

To achieve coordinated collaboration in 
tourism management, communication 
and collaboration mechanisms need to 
be bolstered to enable information to be 
generated and shared, commitments 
established for the alignment of public 
policies and development programs 
between countries. This requires 
infrastructure, tools, regional events and 
different mechanisms to be in place so as 
to promote the collection, analysis and 
delivery of knowledge in a timely manner for 
decision-making purposes.

Sustainable tourism development 
requires the informed participation 

of all relevant stakeholders, as 
well as strong political leadership 

to achieve broad collaboration 
and consensus building. The 
achievement of sustainable 

tourism is a continuous process 
and requires constant monitoring 

of its incidents, to introduce the 
preventive or corrective measures 

that are necessary. 
 

PNUMA & OMT.

As our ability to generate, collect, store and 
analyze data increases, so will our ability 
to perform predictive analyses, allowing 
us to improve the impacts of tourism on 
ecosystems, the economy and society. 
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Circular, regenerative 
and distributive 
economy

Guatemala
National Forest Institute

33
Most of the benefits that reach local 
communities as a result of tourism are 
delivered by means of the expanded 
tourism value chain. This includes the 
supply of multiple products and services 
that make generating value possible.

New economic paradigms, financing 
mechanisms, social and environmental 
responsibility business standards, as well 
as the adoption of clean technologies 
in project development, represent an 
opportunity to adopt development schemes 
that minimize the negative impacts of 
tourism and better distribute the benefits 
of tourism amongst the inhabitants of the 
region.

Sustainability is not an issue in 
which the sector must compete, 
rather we are all in this together 

and we must address climate 
change, moving towards a circular 

or regenerative economy.

World Travel and Tourism Council

Adoption of new economic paradigms. 
Tourism-related value chains will 
incorporate a wide variety of local and 
regional companies that will promote 
fair trade and strengthen new economic 
paradigms, such as the blue, circular, 
regenerative and distributive economy.

Financing for inclusion.  
The financing mechanisms, promotion 
of investment and entrepreneurship, will 
promote the development of high-impact 
initiatives and projects for environmental 
regeneration and social inclusion.

Adapted standards. 
Destinations, institutions, organizations, 
companies and communities will have 
adopted sustainability standards, best 
practices and certification systems 
adapted to their local setting.

Clean technologies.  
Tourism-related projects and developments 
will incorporate clean technologies for 
construction, energy management, 
emission control, water, and appropriate 
waste management.

Future aspirations 
for the circular, 
regenerative and 
distributive economy

The integration of productive projects 
aimed at environmental regeneration 
that incorporate local communities, is 
key to tourism contributing towards the 
promotion of more sustainable livelihoods.

The collection, management and re-use 
of waste generated by tourism and other 
productive sectors in the territory, and the 
ability to produce new, high-value products 
and services, are fundamental elements in 
the building of a sustainable landscape.
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Authentic 
and resilient 
destinations44

Puerto Barrios, Guatemala
Ana Giro

Healthy Reefs for Healthy People Initiative

For the ecoregion’s destinations to be 
able to reach a point of balanced and 
sustainable development, it is necessary to 
value the socio-cultural and environmental 
factors that make each individual  site and 
locality authentic, whilst, at the same time 
generating projects and investments that 
will help increase the levels of resilience, 
mitigation and adaptation to the effects of 
climate change in the short, medium and 
long term.

The need to build the territories’ capacity 
for adaptation and resilience with regard to 
the effects of climate change will require 
the introduction of  innovative strategies 
for tourism development and territorial 
planning.   These should take into account 
the interconnectivity and fragility of the 
local bio-cultural systems of the watershed 
as a whole, and, most notably, the natural 
protected areas.

Investments in infrastructure and large 
tourism projects must incorporate studies 
with scientific rigor. This will enable  the 
evaluation of their impacts and will ensure 
their contribution to the sustainable and 
community-supportive development of 
the communities they aim to benefit.

Resilience means the ability 
to quickly bounce back from 

hardship, backtrack, or 
recover from misfortune or 

disaster. Companies and tourist 
destinations must be resilient 

and adaptable to face challenges 
related to climate change, natural 

disasters, over-densification 
and exploitation, health aspects, 
future pandemics, social unrest, 

among others.

Responsible Tourism Alliance

Co-investment for restoration. 
Tourism management will incorporate 
co-investment schemes and financing 
and will encourage active involvement 
by  governments, the private sector, local 
communities and tourists in  emissions 
reduction and offset measures,  ecosystem 
restoration, biodiversity rescue and the 
enhancement of natural and cultural 
heritage.

Comprehensive plans and interventions. 
Planning ordinances and interventions 
in the territory will promote adaptation 
based on ecosystems, the interconnection 
of biological corridors, the use of 
environmental services and the well-
being of local communities.

Support for development.  
Supporting infrastructure and equipment 
will be sufficient, adequate, accessible and 
will contribute to human, economic, social 
and environmental development.

Future aspirations for the 
development of authentic 
and resilient destinations

High value experiences.  
Tourism experiences will be innovative, 
genuine, differentiated, meaningful and 
inclusive.
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An identity 
that is shared, 
but  different 
and recognized55

Livingston, Guatemala
Guatemalan Institute of Tourism

Differentiation programs used by leading 
destinations focus on the factors that 
give the destination its identity.  Based on 
these factors, they try to create a sense 
of integration between the visitor and the 
local community.  This involves reinforcing 
and communicating a set of sensory 
attributes, both emotional and rational, to 
create unique experiences  with which to 
attract high- value segments and market 
niches. 

In order to understand how the MAR region 
is currently positioned with regard the travel 
market, it is first important to recognize 
that there are several destination brands 
within the ecoregion, each with different 
levels of perception and acceptance in 
the international, regional and national 
markets, aimed at different niches or 
interest groups.

Formulating a clear identity that includes 
all the   different stakeholder groups is 
no easy task.  We must build our common 
destination by taking into account both 
our similarities and our differences, in a 
respectful way, since it is this very mix of 
different elements that is our strength and 
what unites us and makes us unique.

The sense of the significance of the 
place and the strong spirituality 

and identity that traditional peoples 
experience for their land is not easy 

to convey to visitors. For the local 
community, memory, attachment, 

and symbolism are generally of prime 
importance. On the other hand, 

visitors are drawn to the unusual, the 
exotic and the picturesque...

Biocultural mosaic. 
The mosaic of identities and ecosystems 
from the watershed to the reef will be 
recognized at the international, regional 
and local levels as a high value bio-cultural 
landscape. 

Shared enjoyment. 
The inhabitants and visitors will value and 
responsibly enjoy the natural, cultural and 
social diversity of the ecoregion.

Niches that contribute. 
The ecoregion’s tourism offer will attract 
travelers from niches and segments that 
contribute to the building of a participatory 
and inclusive society.

Success story. 
The tourism model in the Mesoamerican 
Reef watershed ecoregion will be 
considered a success story in terms of 
international collaboration thanks to its 
ability to foster new formulas for sustainable 
and community-supportive development.

Aspirations for the 
future to consolidate an 
identity that is shared 
but different

Identity expresses what we are and what 
we aspire to be, it reflects who we are, 
it conditions us, driving our passion and 
commitment to discover new ways of being, 
thinking, mapping and doing the things that 
give meaning to who we are.

UNESCO 2005
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CONSOLIDATING

THE MAR
VISION

Consolidating an integrated ecoregion 
that provides opportunities for 
improving the conditions and 
livelihoods of its people, whilst, at the 
same time, nurturing the complex 
and delicate links of a mega-diverse 
environment and balancing them 
with ecological and cultural matters, 
requires individual and collective 
effort from the public, private and 
social sectors.

The participatory building of 
the vision for Sustainable and 
Community-supportive Tourism for 

the Mesoamerican Reef Ecoregion 
provides a common purpose for those 
involved in regional development, 
those who are looking to change 
paradigms, find reasons, seek 
new opportunities, take risks and 
open new playing fields, since this 
involves transcending the present 
and overcoming the obstacles and 
limitations that are holding us back.

In order to pave the way towards 
consolidating the scenarios proposed 
in this document, the 3 following 
action areas have been identified.
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Prioritizing 
sustainable and 
community-supportive 
tourism

The alignment of public policies, national, 
local and international cooperation 
programs with the shared vision for tourism 
for the MAR Ecoregion by 2030 will help to 
integrate the efforts and resources needed 
to build a more sustainable and community-
supportive ecoregion through tourism.

Communication, dissemination and 
appropriation of the vision by the different 
stakeholders who are directly and indirectly 
involved in tourism, are essential for 
highlighting the input required to achieve 
the collective aspirations.

Promoting the vision among local 
stakeholders and international partners 
through exchange programs and events that 
showcase best practices, with the presence 
of experts, specialists, service providers and 
community residents, will help contribute to 
the alignment of strategies that, in turn, will 
contribute to sustainable and community-
supportive development of the ecoregion.
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Documentation 
and communication of 
progress and achievements

Tourism is currently considered one 
of the most dynamic and influential 
activities capable of boosting local 
development due to the impact it has 
on the economy, education, social 
inclusion, the environment, human 
rights, the perception of security, 
foreign policy activities, governance 
and the image that countries and 
localities project to the world.

Organizations  and  institutions 
working on the ecoregion’s 
development generate high value 
data, useful for the sustainable 
management of the territory. 
However, there is currently no 
platform able to provide quick 
and structured access to key 
information.

Setting  up  mechanisms and  
platforms  to gather and disseminate 
knowledge and information 
relating to best practices will allow 
all stakeholders to understand 
the impacts of tourism within 
the ecoregion, enabling better 
coordination and decision-making.

Recognition of the advances, 
achievements and contributions 
of tourism towards sustainable 
and community-supportive 
development will motivate the 
participants to redouble their efforts 
and to take corrective actions in the 
areas required.

Tulum, Mexico
Andy McCune

Unsplash

32

Actions with 
local benefits

Considering the importance of 
tourism in the ecoregion, its 
multisectoral nature and the 
challenges posed by cross-border 
management, it is necessary 
to establish regional and local 
incentives that encourage smart 
and responsible investments that 
will contribute to the collective 
objectives.

The effort to integrate, on the part 
of networks and alliances that 
implement sustainable development 
projects in conjunction with the 
institutions concerned, fosters a 
collective commitment towards 
implementing policies that 

contribute to climate change 
adaptation and mitigation, as well 
as to the recovery of bio-cultural 
heritage.

Strengthening the value chains 
that include producers and regional 
service providers, as well as farmers 
from within the watershed and 
fishers, will allow the benefits from 
tourism to be better distributed 
among the local stakeholders and 
communities. This will encourage a 
more equitable society, with greater 
capacity to contribute towards 
the achieving the vision and better 
able to mitigate   practices that 
negatively affect the reef. 
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For Mesoamerican Reef System Ecoregion 
communities, tourism is, aside being an 
income generating activity, an opportunity 
to learn, enjoy, recognize and promote their 
heritage, which is associated with leading a 
more prosperous and harmonious life. 

For visitors traveling through the ecoregion 
and spending time with its people, it is an 
opportunity for them to learn, enjoy, get 
to know and compare, to recreate in the 
broadest sense of the word, and to project 
their commitment to biodiversity.

34

Pico Bonito National Park, Honduras
Visitatlantida
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